8/7/2016

“A time of mercy”
Perhaps more than any other reason, Pope Francis called
two worldwide meetings of Catholic bishops in 2014
and 2015 to show families globally that the Church
wants to journey with them in both their joys and
struggles.
In fact, in a landmark speech during the synod of
Bishops October 4-25, 2015, the pontiff called for a
Church where everyone is always “walking together—
laity, pastors, the bishop of Rome.”
“The journey of synodality is the journey that God
wants from his Church in the third millennium,” the
pope said October 17, 2015, speaking in a Vatican
ceremony marking the fiftieth anniversary of the
creation of the synod by Pope Paul VI.
“A synodal Church is a listening Church, aware that
listening is more than hearing,” said Francis. “It is a
reciprocal listening in which each one has something to
learn. We must continue on this path. The world in
which we live and which are called to love and serve,
even with its contradictions, requires from the Chuch
the strengthening of synergies in all areas of its
mission.”…
“A faith that does not know how to root itself in the
life of people remains arid and, rather than oases, creates
other deserts,” he said.
Francis said Christians are called to act like Jesus did
with Bartimaeus. “Jesus’ disciples are called to this, even
today, especially today: to bring people into contact
with the compassionate mercy that saves,” said the
pontiff. “When humanity’s cry, like Bartimaeus’,
becomes stronger still, there is no other response than
to make Jesus’ words our own and, above all, imitate his
heart.
“Moments of suffering and conflict are for God
occasions of mercy,” said the pope. “Today is a time of
mercy!”
Taken from 10 Things Pope Francis Wants You to
Know About the Family, by Joshua J. McElwee (Liguori
Publications, 2016), pages 41 and 44.

Divine Mercy and Holy
Hour
Come and join us every
Tuesday evening
6:00 pm in the Church
for meditation, scripture and
recitation of the
Chaplet of Divine Mercy.
Everyone is invited to attend.

Our Lady of the Rosary
Pilgrimage & Chaplet of
Divine Mercy
Have Our Lady visit your home for a
visit of three to seven days by
scheduling an appointment. To make
arrangements call any of the following:
Adrian Mendiola
Jesus Rodriguez
Richard Tagorda
Peni Puaauli
Vy Quang

206-708-0474
206-304-1447 (Español)
206-518-7102 (Filipino)
206-293-5529 (Samoan)
206-293-5659 (Vietnamese)

Legion of Mary
“AND THE HOLY SPRIT LED
HIM INTO THE DESERT”.
Walk with Jesus through the city of Des Moines. Join
the Legion of Mary in building up the body of Christ in
our neighborhoods. We visit the homebound, those
searching for a home in Christ. Contact Delores
Rybacki 206-878-5827 for more information.

Special Summer Event:
Healing the Whole Person
Presented by Dr. Bob Schuchts
August 25 - 27
St. Stephen the Martyr Church in Renton
Register at www.JPIIHealingCenter.org. Cost is $175.
Scholarships are available. To apply for a scholarship
contact the John Paul II Healing Center by
e-mailing info@jpiihealingcenter.org.
info@jpiihealingcenter.org

